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moters of the Revolution, and presented himself as a
candidate at the election to the legislative assembly, as
constitutional bishop of Sens, and in spite of all his
concessions, nothing but his sudden death saved him
from the guillotine. Marie Antoinette cruelly re-
pented the protection she had given him. "I have seen
the Queen," Madame Campan wrote, " shedding bitter
tears over her wrongs at this period, when Brienne,
shortly before his death, dared to say in a speech
which was printed, that a part of what he did during
his ministry had no other object than the healthy
crisis which the Revolution had brought about."

Necker was an honest man and a skilful financier.
He was a slave of public opinion and very desirous
of popularity; and thus, like all such people, was
carried further than he had intended. Although a
fervent Royalist, he prepared the Republic without
knowing it. The Revolution began in the early days
of his second ministry. The Parliament was exceeded,
like Necker himself. He declared that the States-
General should be convoked regularly, according to
the form observed in 1614; that is to say, according
to conservative rules. Nothing more was needed to
deprive the old assembly of the popular favor in a
single day. Its army of advocates, attorneys, nota-
ries, practitioners, students, deserted it. The Par-
liament was already punished for its opposition to
royalty, and its attacks against the crown turned
against itself. Its end was not a natural one; it
died by its own hands.